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21st Century Skills

Integrating  
Technology

forum
n	 Use Forum to contribute to list of 

questions.

blogger
n	 Use Blogger to keep a journal of 

your Action Plan progress.

Announcement
n	 Check Announcements for any 

information about assignments and 
due dates.

My Portfolio
n	 Submit work to My Portfolio.

my workspace
n	 Prepare your assignments in My 

Workspace.

Lessons
n	 Review the lesson.
n	 Complete assignment.
n	 Submit assignment.

Assignments 
n	 Use Assignments to submit your 

artifacts and reflections.

Gradebook
n	 Check Gradebook for your lesson 

evaluation.

Schedule
n	 Check schedule for assignments and 

due dates.

LESSON 14Introduction to  
Civic Responsibility

2 class periods; Action Project may take a few weeks to an entire school 
year, depending on the projects and time available.

Lesson Overview
Every day you see situations that need to be changed, whether when 
watching the local news, walking through your neighborhood, or heading 
to class. Sometimes you may feel as if you can’t do anything about it – as if 
you don’t have the power to make any change in that situation. This lesson 
is designed to help you think through what those situations are and what 
your responsibility is in them. It is true that some things are out of your 
hands, but there are ways that you can make a difference in the world 
around you. This lesson will help you do that.

This lesson is the first of a series of three lessons on Civic Responsibility.
Student Expectations
1.	 Explore meaning of civic responsibility as a class.
2.	 Reflect on what needs to be changed and brainstorm 

ways to respond. 
3.	 Learn about what other high school students have 

done to practice civic responsibility.
4.	 Develop a list of potential ideas for an action project in 

a small group.

There are two assignments in this lesson that require you to have 
participated in the lesson activities.

How you can succeed in this lesson
Engage in classroom discussions on civic responsibility fully by offer-1.	
ing thoughtful responses.
Complete thoughtful reflection on change offering concrete examples 2.	
of needed change.
Engage in small group brainstorm fully by offering insightful ques-3.	
tions and listening well to others in the group.
Post 7-10 creative and realistic ideas for action project on forum (7-10 4.	
per small group). 
Complete thoughtful reflection on overcoming obstacles to action.5.	

Lesson Goal
Explore the meaning of civic 
responsibility, reflect on what 
needs to be changed, and 
brainstorm practical ways to 
practice civic responsibility.
Essential Question
What is civic responsibility? 
How can I be civically 
responsible?

Collaboration and 
Community
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21st Century Skills Introduction to 
Civic Responsibility

LESSON 14

In class you have discussed what civic responsibility is. Refl ect on the quotation by Mahatma 
Gandhi, “Be the change you wish to see in the world.” It is oft en easier to complain about what 
needs to be changed in the world rather than do something about it. Many times we don’t 
know what we can do to help, so we shrug our shoulders and go on with life. We oft en feel 
powerless and unable to help. In this refl ection, think about all the diff erent problems you face 
on a daily basis. Th en brainstorm some ideas about ways you may be able to help, even if the 
help seems minimal. It’s a start. 

Submit the Refl ection on Change using the Assignments Tool on Sakai.

In class you have explored the defi nition of civic responsibility and you have brainstormed 
and discussed ideas for action projects. People come up with all kinds of reasons not to take 
action and you will encounter all kinds of obstacles. 
Write a refl ection in response to this prompt.

Make a list of all the reasons you can think of not to do a civic action project. Th en make a 
list of all the reasons to do a civic action project. Refl ect on how you can and why you should 
overcome objections and identify obstacles to taking civic action.

Use the Sakai Assignments Tool to submit your refl ection for evaluation.

Collaboration and 
Community

✔ ASSIGNMENT 2

✔ ASSIGNMENT 1

Multiply the points by the weighted score and record in the total column for each rubric. Then tally the total points for the fi nal score.

Weighted 
Score Category Exceeding

9-10 Points
Meeting

6-8 Points
Approaching

3-5 Points
Emerging
0-2 Points Total

3 ✔ ASSIGNMENT  1
Refl ection on Change
Complete thoughtful and thorough refl ection 
on what needs to be changed.

Completed thoughtful 
refl ection on change, offer-
ing concrete examples of 
needed change.

Completed refl ec-
tion on change 
and offers some 
ideas for situa-
tions that need 
changing.

Made an attempt 
to complete 
refl ection on 
change; little detail 
provided. 

Did not com-
plete refl ection 
on change.

3 ✔ ASSIGNMENT  2
Refl ection on Action Refl ect on over-
coming obstacles to taking action.

Completed thoughtful 
refl ection on overcoming 
obstacles to action.

Completed refl ec-
tion on overcom-
ing obstacles to 
action.

Made an attempt 
to complete refl ec-
tion on overcoming 
obstacles to action. 

Did not com-
plete refl ection 
on overcoming 
obstacles to 
action.


