
Creative Commons License. Some rights reserved. The Center for Experiential Learning, Leadership and Technology (CELLT). 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for educational use.280  21st Century Skills Rubric

21st Century Skills

Description Rubric
Research and Assessment 

Tools
LESSON 30

Name:_________________________________________________________ Date:___________________

Teacher: _______________________________________________________

LESSON GOAL Communicate one’s perspective while accurately describing an experience, person, or research topic.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION What are the elements of effective description?

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
1. Listen to � e War of the Ghosts.
2. Rewrite the story you have heard.
3. Share your story with your group and create a group story.
4. De� ne and discuss characteristics of descriptive writing.
5. Read Mandela and Mao handouts and collaborate on a group paragraph using di� erent 

perspectives.
6. Brainstorm research topics and complete a research brief.
7. Write a re� ection about the lesson.

Multiply the points by the weighted score and record in the total column for each rubric. Then tally the total points for the fi nal score.

Weighted 
Score Category Exceeding

9-10 Points
Meeting

6-8 Points
Approaching

3-5 Points
Emerging
0-2 Points Total

.5 Listen Listen to a story. Thoroughly engaged in story. Listened to story. Appeared to be listening 
through most of the 
story.

Was distracted and 
minimally engaged in 
story.

1 Rewrite a Story Rewrite a story 
in one’s own words.

Wrote a thoughtful story that 
addressed key elements.

Completed a rewrite of 
the story.

Attempted to rewrite the 
story.

Made a minimal effort 
to rewrite the story.

2 ✔ ASSIGNMENT  1

Group Story Work with a group 
to compose a group story.

Took initiative to work col-
laboratively to address all 
perspectives in a group story.

Participated in develop-
ing a group story.

Observed the rewrite of 
the group story.

Was minimally involved 
in rewriting the group 
story.

.5 Discussion Participate in discus-
sions about effective description 
and interpretation.

Made thoughtful and 
productive contributions to 
the discussion of descriptive 
writing.

Participated in the 
descriptive writing 
discussion.

Observed the descriptive 
writing discussion.

Made minimal effort 
to participate in the 
descriptive writing 
discussion.

2 ✔ ASSIGNMENT  2

Historical Description Col-
laborate on a description of a 
historical event told from differ-
ent perspectives.

Wrote a careful descriptive 
paragraph that thoughtfully 
presented the historical per-
spective and took initiative to 
collaborate to ensure that all 
perspectives were included 
in the group description.

Completed a historical 
description and par-
ticipated in the group 
collaboration.

Made an effort to 
complete a historical de-
scription and participate 
in the group collabora-
tion.

Made minimal effort to 
complete a historical 
description or par-
ticipate in the group 
collaboration.

2 ✔ ASSIGNMENT  3

Research Topic Write a descrip-
tion of a chosen research topic.

Thoughtfully selected a 
research topic and wrote an 
abstract that demonstrated 
understanding of perspective 
and descriptive writing.

Selected a research 
topic and completed a 
descriptive abstract.

Selected a topic and 
made an attempt to 
write a description of it.

Made little effort to 
select a topic or write a 
description of it.

2 ✔ ASSIGNMENT  4

Refl ection Complete a written 
refl ection about perspective in 
descriptive writing.

Wrote a thoughtful refl ection 
that addressed all questions 
and demonstrated under-
standing of perspective and 
descriptive writing.

Completed a refl ection 
that demonstrated 
some understanding 
of perspective and 
descriptive writing.

Made an effort to 
complete a refl ection 
that demonstrated some 
understanding of per-
spective and descriptive 
writing.

Made minimal effort to 
complete the refl ection.


